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12-22 ORLEANS EAS.116 
NR HD 2001 


Town/City: § Town of Eastham 


Place: (neighborhood or village): 
Eastham Center 


Address: 25 Deborah Doane Way 
Historic Name: Doane - Moore House 
Uses: Present: single-family residence 
Original: single-family residence 
Date of Construction: 1856 
Source: deeds, historic maps, vital records 
Style/Form: Greek Revival/cross-wing 
Architect/Builder: Elkanah Paine, attributed builder 


Exterior Material: 
Foundation: parged masonry 


Wall/Trim: vinyl clapboard/wood 


Roof: asphalt shingle 


Outbuildings/Secondary Structures: 
none 


Major Alterations (with dates): 
Oriel window added east side, late 20" c. 
Front porch added, late 20" c. 
Vent added in front gable, late 20" c. 
Rear wing and garage added, late 20" c. 
Window sash replaced & vinyl siding added, I. 20" c. 


Condition: fair 
Moved: no] yesL] Date: 
Acreage: 0.54 


Setting: The property is located on a historic road among 
other 18'- and 19""-century houses. More recently, large 
lots have been subdivided with the addition of mid-20th- 
century dwellings. 


12/12 Follow Massachusetts Historical Commission Survey Manual instructions for completing this form. 
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[_] Recommended for listing in the National Register of Historic Places. 


ARCHITECTURAL DESCRIPTION 

The Doane - Moore House, built ca. 1856, is a story-and-a-half wood frame single dwelling with a front-gable roof with wings 
added to the west and south sides ca. 1985 creating a cross-wing plan. The front-gable fagade has a steep roof edged with a 
Classical entablature with a pronounced frieze in the Greek Revival mode. The first story is framed by wide corner pilasters that 
provide figurative support to tall frieze board running beneath the eaves on the side walls. The entrance is offset to one side; it 
has sidelights and trim of Greek proportions. Two windows occupy the front wall to one side of the entrance, and two upper-story 
windows are spaced across the gable. (A large triangular vent in the apex is a late 20'-century addition.) The fenestration 
reflects a side-passage plan with two principal rooms, originally with a chimney in the dividing partition, opposite an entry space 
and stair hall. The east side of the house carries a tall frieze board along the eaves. An oriel window has been added in the front 
where it would be expected the stairs were located; two sash windows remain in place in the rear. A photograph of the house in 
MACRIS shows the front of the house without a porch, so the existing one was added after that date. The prominence of the 
trabeated doorway suggests that the house had been built without a porch. The photograph documents that the cross wing and 
attached garage wing, as well as a one-story rear wing with a fireplace chimney, all were added in the 1980s. 


The subdivision of the original farm has left the house on a half-acre lot and fronting on a new street: Deborah Doane Way. The 
periphery of the house is landscaped out to the lot lines. A driveway enters the west side of the lot from Deborah Doane Way. 


HISTORICAL NARRATIVE 

In November 1856 Eastham mariner Rowland Doane (1807-81) took out a $175 mortgage with John Fulcher of Eastham for 
twenty acres with “a dwelling house built in the year 1856” that is now addressed 25 Deborah Doane Road.’ Rowland Doane 
was the son of Solomon and Priscilla Doane of Eastham and was a 47-year-old widower when he married 26-year-old Deborah 
Seabury, the daughter of George and Bethiah Seabury of Eastham, in 1854. No deed was apparently recorded for his 
acquisition of the land, though it might have been part of the holdings of his father-in-law, who held a later mortgage on the 
property. 


Rowland Doane was living with his second wife in this neighborhood in 1855. The 1858 Eastham map attaches the name “R. 
Doane” to the house on this site. Doane was a farmer in 1865, a miller by 1870, and a huckster in 1880. He and his wife 
apparently had no children, and census always show them alone in their household. The 1880 agricultural census credits 
Rowland Doane with eighteen acres, fifteen of them tilled, a farm value of $700, and only $100 in the value of products his farm 
produced. He took out a second mortgage of $139 on the house, outbuildings, and land from Fulcher in 1860, and in June 1861 
Fulcher deeded whatever remaining interest he had in the property to Doane for $100. About two weeks earlier Doane had taken 
out a mortgage for $150 with is father-in-law George Seabury.” 


Rowland Doane died in April 1881 of heart disease, and in June of the same year Deborah acquired the property from her father 
for the same amount as the 1861 mortgage. She continued to live in the house as her vision and other faculties declined: in 
early December 1892 the Barnstable Patriot reported, “Mrs Deborah Doane of Eastham, who lives alone and is nearly blind, 
went out to call on some of her neighbors on Thanksgiving day, and on returning home in the evening lost her way and was 
obliged to spend the night in the woods. She was found in the morning and assisted home, but fortunately she did not suffer 
greatly by her exposure.”* By the late 1880s she had begun to sell off parts of her and her late husband’s farm, and probably in 
the mid-1890s she went to live in the home of farm laborer Winslow A. Moore. In 1896 she was adjudged insane, though it 
seems more likely that she suffered from senility, and another three acres of her property was sold at auction to Asa M. Stubbs, 
probably to help support her in Moore’s household. 


1 Rowland Doane to John Fulcher, 25 November 1856, BCD 67:335. 
? Rowland Doane to John Fulcher, 30 April 1860, BCD 73:503; John Fulcher to Rowland Doane, 30 June 1861, BCD 75:170; Rowland Doane 
to George Seabury, 13 June 1861, BCD 77:522. 
3 George Seabury to Deborah Doane, August 1881, BCD 141:205. 
4 “North Eastham,” Barnstable Patriot, 6 December 1892, 5. 
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Deborah Doane died in November 1905 at the home of Winslow Moore, and though no deed has been recorded transferring 25 
Deborah Doane Way its later chain of title suggests it passed somehow to Moore by December 1908.° Ten years later Winslow 
Moore’s wife Margaret sold the property to their son Harvey Thomas Moore, born in 1878.° The 1905 Eastham map labels the 
house H. Moore, which suggests that Harvey was living there before his mother deeded the property to him. In 1899 Moore 
married Sadie Marshall LeCount of Wellfleet, and the 1910 census lists them in this neighborhood with their children Horace C., 
Ernest M., Herbert L., Rowena H., and Cecil F., born between 1900 and 1909. 


Harvey T. Moore was a well-known house carpenter in Eastham in his time, and Cape newspapers reported on his many 
building and remodeling projects, including the farm buildings on the Nauset Moors farm for wealthy Bostonian Albert Greene 
Duncan, a house on Nauset Road for Boston physician Edward P. Richardson, and, perhaps most notably, the famed Outermost 
House for the author Henry Beston in 1925.’ The 1929 Eastham directory lists Moore as a police officer living on King’s 
Highway, while he told the 1930 and 1940 census enumerators that he was a housing contractor. 


Moore and his family remained at 25 Deborah Doane Way until he died, by July 1973, and the administrator of his estate sold 
the property (then 5.36 acres with the house) to A. Thomas Dill, a great-grandson of Winslow and Margaret Moore.?® Dill sold the 
property before the end of the year to Roy. W. and Janet Cansdale of Clinton, Connecticut, who were living on Massasoit Road 
when they sold 25 Deborah Doane Way nine years later to the Austin Family Trust. The property changed hands four times 
more by 1996 when James J. Cashin Jr. and his wife Lucille of Westwood acquired it. Town records show the Cashins as 
owners in 2020.° 
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